CHRISTIANITY AND   ISLAM

groups was paramount: but of almost equal
importance was the influence of the prose-
lytes in the conquered lands who were
Christians for the most part and for that
reason far above their Arab contemporaries
in respect of intellectual training and cul-
ture. We find that the details of juris-
prudence, dogma, and mysticism can only
be explained by reference to Christian
stimulus, nor is it any exaggeration to
ascribe the further development of Muham-
med's views to the influence of thinkers v/ho
regarded the religious polity of Islam as the
realisation of an ideal which Christianity
had hitherto vainly striven to attain. This
ideal was the supremacy of religion over
life and all its activities, over the state and
the individual. alike. But it was a religion
primarily concerned with the next world,
where alone real worth was to be found.
Earthly life was a pilgrimage to be per-
formed and earthly intentions had no place
with heavenly. The joy of life which* the
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